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Abstract:

Influential studies have predicted that moderate climate change, up to 3 or 4 degrees Fahrenheit, will not be
very damaging to the United States as a whole and will bring some benefits. Underlying the argument that
climate change will not be very damaging to the U.S. economy is the contention that vulnerable
organizations, firms and households will take steps to adapt. This assumption is based partly on the fact that
the United States is rich in technology, economic resources, competent organizations and educated people,
all of which combine to create a high capacity to adapt. More fundamentally, the contention rests on the
observation that the United States spans a wide variety of climatic conditions to which households and
enterprises have adapted successfully in the past. According to a recent review, “The literature indicates
that U.S. society can on the whole adapt with either net gains or some costs if warming occurs at the lower
end of the projected range of magnitude, assuming no change in climate variability and generally making
optimistic assumptions about adaptation.” These are key assumptions. The perception that damages will be
limited has been a significant factor in the conclusion reached by the U.S. government that it was not in the
national interest to join in the Kyoto Protocol agreement to reduce carbon emissions because the benefits in
damages averted would be small relative to the costs incurred in mitigating GHG emissions in the U.S. to
the extent called for in the Protocol. Furthermore, refusal by the United States, the world’s richest country
and largest cumulative emitter of greenhouse gases, to ratify the Kyoto Protocol discouraged other countries
from joining or implementing an international agreement to limit emissions. Consequently, assumptions
regarding adaptation in the U.S. have had broad policy repercussions. Are these assumptions justified?

Source: http://environment.research.yale.edu/publication-series/5790

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Health Professional, Policymaker
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Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security,
Food/Water Security, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides
Food/Water Quality: Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Other Water Quality Issue
Water Quality (other): Saltwater intrusion
Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity
Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations
Geographic Feature: &
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Desert, Ocean/Coastal, Urban, Other Geographical Feature
Other Geographical Feature : Forests
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
United States
Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease
Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease, Tick-borne Disease
Mosquito-borne Disease: West Nile Virus
Tick-borne Disease: Lyme Disease
Zoonotic Disease: Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome
Respiratory Effect: Asthma, Upper Respiratory Allergy
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
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change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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